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Mee�ng on the Interna�onal Systems of Ionizing and Non-Ionizing Radia�on Protec�on: A 
commitment to collaborate 

Munich, Germany, 26 - 28 June 2023 

Par�cipa�ng organiza�ons: The Interna�onal Commission on Non-Ionizing Radia�on Protec�on 
(ICNIRP), the Interna�onal Commission on Radiological Protec�on (ICRP), the Interna�onal Labour 
Organiza�on (ILO), the Interna�onal Radia�on Protec�on Associa�on (IRPA) and the World Health 
Organiza�on (WHO). 

The systems of radia�on protec�on (RP) for ionizing and non-ionizing radia�on are developed by 
ICRP and ICNIRP, respec�vely. Both aim to protect people and the environment from poten�ally 
harmful effects of exposure to radia�on, while recognizing the benefits associated with some of 
these exposures. 

Building on previous interac�ons and the 2017 mee�ng1, WHO organized a joint mee�ng with 
ICNIRP, ICRP, ILO and IRPA in Munich, Germany, from 26 to 28 June 2023. The objec�ves were to 
increase mutual understanding of the approaches and systems of RP, and to explore possibili�es for 
con�nued collabora�on. 

Over three days, the organiza�ons exchanged informa�on and views on the: 

• scien�fic bases underpinning the RP systems, 
• similari�es in dealing with threshold and non-threshold effects, 
• impact of scien�fic uncertain�es,  
• role of ethical values in RP, 
• applica�on of principles of protec�on, 
• communica�on approaches,  
• further development of the RP systems, and 
• connec�on with United Na�ons Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

As ionizing and non-ionizing RP share significant common ground, ICRP and ICNIRP have reached an 
agreement to enhance collabora�on between them and with other organisa�ons represen�ng 
similar interests. The focus is on opportuni�es to strengthen specific projects, share knowledge and 
lessons learned, in par�cular: 

• increase networking through common mee�ngs, including joint sessions at interna�onal 
conferences, 

• par�cipate in each other’s ac�vi�es through observer/representa�ve status, and 
• develop joint documents that address areas of common interest for both systems of 

protec�on. 

                                                           
1 Statement: Meeting on the International Systems of Radiation Protection: Bringing together Protection against 
Ionising and Non-Ionising Radiation, November 8-10, 2017 [lCNIRP link] 
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https://www.icnirp.org/cms/upload/doc/JointNoteSystemsofProtectionNov2017.pdf

