
Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 9-11 May 2012
ICNIRP 7th International NIR Workshop

The Dutch Research Programme, Peter Zwamborn, TNO

The Dutch research programme

Electromagnetic Fields    
& Health

Prof. dr. ir. Peter Zwamborn
Peter.Zwamborn@tno.nl
A.P.M.Zwamborn@tue.nl

7th ICNIRP NIR Workshop 
Edinburgh, UK, 9-11 May 2012



Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 9-11 May 2012
ICNIRP 7th International NIR Workshop

The Dutch Research Programme, Peter Zwamborn, TNO

ZonMw mission

The Netherlands Organisation for Health 
Research and Development

Progress requires research and development.

ZonMw funds health research and stimulates use of 
the knowledge developed to help improve health and 
health care. 
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Electromagnetic Fields & Health

The Netherlands

Ministries responsible for
- Infrastructure and the Environment 
- Health, Welfare and Sport 
- Economic Affairs, Agriculture 

and Innovation 
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 Since 2000 permanent committee 
Electromagnetic Fields 

 Multidisciplinary group 
• Epidemiology, biology, medicine, physics.
• Advisors of ministries

Health Council of the Netherlands
Electromagnetic Fields & Health
in the Netherlands

Ministries of
- Infrastructure and the Environment 
- Health, Welfare and Sport 
- Economic Affairs, Agriculture 

and Innovation 

Scientific advise
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History of programme EMF&H
2003 First request Dutch government to Health Council 

Netherlands for advise on EMF&H research

2004 Parliament request for research programme on EMF&H

2006 HCN: Proposals for research into health effects of 
electromagnetic fields (0 Hz - 300 GHz)

2006 Initiation of ZonMw programme Electromagnetic Fields 
and Health



Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 9-11 May 2012
ICNIRP 7th International NIR Workshop

The Dutch Research Programme, Peter Zwamborn, TNO

Goal of programme EMF&H
• To enhauce the Dutch scientific knowledge infrastructure in 

the field of EMF (0-300 GHz) and health

• To help clarify possible positive and negative health effects 
associated with EMF exposure

Financer: Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment 
Budget: € 16.6 million (~ $ 24.2 million)
Time: 2006 - 2014
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Programme features
• Connection to international research effort: 

international committee and call for collaborations

• Focus on three research areas: 
biology, technology and epidemiology

• Various types of grants: 
basic, technological, multidisciplinary, practically 

oriented, cohort, international and chairs

• Special call for chairs:
professors are to take centre stage in 3 research areas 



Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 9-11 May 2012
ICNIRP 7th International NIR Workshop

The Dutch Research Programme, Peter Zwamborn, TNO

Chairs under EMF&H programme

Chair “Epidemiology of Health Effects from exposure of EMF”
• Prof. dr. ir. Hans Kromhout (Utrecht)

Chair “”EMF&H biology”
• Prof. dr. Roland Kanaar (Erasmus MC)

Chairs “EMF&H technology/physics”
• Prof. dr. ing. Gerard van Rhoon (Erasmus MC)
• Prof. dr. ir. Peter Zwamborn (TU/e (and TNO))
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Granted projects
Practically-Oriented research
Daniëlle Timmermans (VUMC)
Christian Bröer (UvA)
Christian Bröer (UvA)
Anke Huss (UU) Rik Bogers (RIVM)

Chairs in epidemiology, technology and biology
Hans Kromhout (UU)
Zwamborn (TNO) & Van Rhoon (EMC)
Roland Kanaar (EMC)

Cohort study
Hans Kromhout (UU)

International exchange & collaboration
Hans Kromhout (UU)
And 20 smaller international projects

Basic research
Lidy van Kemenade (WUR)
Daniëlle Timmermans (VUMC) 
Remco Westerink (UU) 
Lidy van Kemenade (WUR)
Nico van den Berg (UMCU) 

Technological research
Jan Lagendijk (UMCM)
John Bolte (RIVM)
Gerard van Rhoon (EMC)

Multidisciplinary research
Ronald de Groot (UMCN)
Irene van Kamp (RIVM)
John Voskamp (WU)
Hans Kromhout (UU)

Diagnostic tool for Electro Sensitivity
Final decision expected soon
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Knowledge platform EMF

Cooperation between RIVM, TNO, KEMA, GGD’en, Agentschap 
Telecom en ZonMw

Goal is to inform citizens and (semi-)professionals about national en 
international scientific information in the field of EMF

Focus group consists of organisations that stand up for the interests 
of groups that deal with issues of EMF

Info: www.kennisplatform.nl

Presentation KP
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Knowledge Platform EMF&H

Aim is to help the public understand and assess the value of 
scientific studies on EMF

Cooperation between RIVM, TNO, KEMA, GGD’en, 
Agentschap Telecom en ZonMw

Focus group consists of organisations that stand up for the 
interests of groups that deal with issues of EMF

Communications on results of projects and program itself in 
close collaboration with the Knowledge Platform EMF
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http://www.kennisplatform.nl/Homepage.aspx
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Further information

Sandra van ‘t Padje, Programme Officer 
Tel: +31 (0)70 349 52 17 
Email: padje@zonmw.nl

Website: www.zonmw.nl/emf (english)
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