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WHO International EMF Project 

¸ Established in 1996 

¸ Coordinated by WHO HQ 

¸ Objectives 

ï Review the scientific literature on health effects of EMF 

exposure  and formally assess health risks;  

ï Promote a focused agenda of high quality EMF research;  

ï Encourage internationally acceptable harmonized 

standards;  

ï Provide information on risk perception, risk communication, 

risk management 
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WHO EMF Monographs 
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Cancer 

Problem Formulation 

Health Risk Assessment 

Exposure Assessment 

Determine the amount, 

duration and pattern of 

exposure to the agent 

Hazard Identification 

Review key research to 

identify any potential health 

problems that an agent can 

cause 

Exposure-Response 

Assessment 

Estimate how much of the 

agent it would take to 

cause varying degrees of 

health effects that could 

lead to illnesses 

Risk Characterization 

Assess the risk for the 

agent to cause cancer or 

other illnesses in the 

general population 
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All studied  
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Environmental Health Criteria  

¸ Target audience 

ïNational and international authorities 

¸ Reason for development 

ïTo assist them in making risk assessment and subsequent risk 

management decisions 

ïMandate  

ïUpdate 
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 EHC 16 Radiofrequency and microwaves (1981)  

 EHC 35 Extremely low frequency (ELF) fields (1984) 

 EHC 69 Magnetic fields (1987) 

 EHC 137 Electromagnetic fields (300 Hz-300 GHz) (1993) 

EMF EHC Monographs 
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EMF EHC Monographs 

¸ Comprise: 

ïSystematic and critical review of evidence for EMF effects on 

health 

ïHeath risk assessment 

ïRisk management measures 

ïResearch recommendations 

 


